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The Czech historical bibliography is currently going through extremely difficult 
period, which is however not the first nor the last in the history of its existence. In contrast to 
the similar situations in the past, the current causes thereof are not only the external ones. The 
threat of suspension and disappearance occurred in respect with the national historical 
bibliography in its hundred years of existence several times – being the most eminent in times 
of the world wars and in times of the normalization decline in the 1970's and in the early 
1980's. Today's social situation is different – in spite of the current years of economic crisis 
we are living in the rich and fast developing society with the increasing role of information 
technology – so called information society. Despite of that – or maybe because of that – this 
project of over a hundred years old must once again advocate its own existence. 

Everything unbelievably changed in course of the past twenty years. The fall of 
communism, that we celebrated only recently, was just the beginning. We experienced the 
extinction of things that had been present with us for over a century and that we had perceived 
as eternal – famous metallurgical and machine works, as for instance Českomoravská Kolben-
Daněk or Poldi Kladno, to name at least some of them. Over a few years, these extensive 
industrial complexes were deserted and demolished to be replaced by commercial centres and 
warehouses or – in better cases – by industrial open-air museums protected by monuments 
preservation authorities as part of our cultural heritage. 
 The librarians including the bibliographers started to abandon card catalogues and 
indexes, grappled with the first PC's they had ever seen and enthusiastically discovered 
intriguing possibilities of computer databases. The Czech historical bibliography operated in 
the mid 1990's under auspices of the Historical Institute of the Czechoslovak Academy of 
Sciences, was technically and personally well secured and the community of the Czech 
historians counted on it as natural part of the next development within the field. The 
bibliographic work continued where it had been once stopped – the main objective was the 
publishing of the bibliographic yearbooks. The working database, which had been originally 
intended to serve for the yearbooks compilation, transformed after 2000 into the on-line web 
interface The complete bibliographic database became a part of the bibliographic yearbooks 
as an attachment on CD-ROM. We can say, that the Bibliography of the History of the Czech 
Lands strived to keep pace with development, which was so revolutionary that the changes 
occurred over the past twenty years could demand several human lives in the past. 

The Czech historical bibliography nevertheless stands on the crossroads once again. 
The external reasons are obvious and clear. The institution shielding its existence – i.e. the 
Academy of Sciences of the Czech Republic - has been under threat. In the coming years, this 
most important Czech scientific institution should go through extensive reformation including 
drastic restrictions in funding. The implications of this measure will affect the Czech 
historical bibliography in the next year already in form of both personnel and funding 
restrictions, thus limiting its future development. By decision of the management of the 
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Institute of History the print of  yearbooks will be discontinued and one of the staff member 
will leave the work team. 
 The objective of this report nevertheless does not consist in complaining on the current 
circumstances, even though we would naturally welcome any support in the struggle against 
the aforementioned pressures. In the situation, where the project representing over a hundred 
years of work and efforts has been threatened, we should rather ask the question, what else 
can be done for its salvation. What possibilities do we have to adapt bibliography to the needs 
of the ever-changing world to make it an essential and necessary source of information even 
in times flooded by information available on-line? Is the Czech historical bibliography still 
interesting for the Czech community of historians and international community of 
bohemicists or can they find the same or even better information from other resources? What 
makes it unique? What makes the bibliographic database a trustworthy source of scientific 
information? What significance has an independent professional bibliography for libraries and 
librarians as intermediaries of orientation in information sources for the large part of the 
professional community as well as laity? It is not easy to answer these questions completely, 
but we should at least take a think of them. 

Let us first address the world of libraries, where the position of the Czech historical 
bibliography is much complicated out of many reasons. The Bibliography of the History of 
the Czech Lands is well appreciated and widely used as an important and free available source 
of information by the Czech libraries. It is recommended on the websites of numerous 
research libraries, including the National Library. On the other hand, many professional 
librarians have adopted sceptical view of the perspective of the professional bibliographic 
database, the data of which do not meet criteria of the international exchange format. 
 We sympathized with this opinion, but at the same time, it was clear that a data 
conversion would bring a range of hardly resolvable organizational problems, which was the 
essential reason for the postponement of such radical solution. We new that the conversion 
would take a lot of time at the expense of current tasks that the community of historians 
perceived as a fundamental mission of the historical department. First of all this concerned 
preparation of bibliographic yearbooks and many other minor occasional bibliographies, 
selective and personal, as well as background researches being in direct connection with the 
research objectives of the institution, etc. A small department as ours, with limited staff and 
financial possibilities, takes such resolution hardly if not supported properly therefore. 
 This year, when the national historical bibliography faced existential problems 
resulting from the threat upon the Academy of Sciences, it was necessary to take a think on 
how insecure is the future of data in our database, which are not processed in the standard 
international format. The answer to this question was clear and led us to the decision to 
convert our data into the MARC 21 format. We have selected this format out of practical 
reasons – it is currently used by the majority of the Czech libraries, including the National 
Library and the libraries of the Academy of Sciences and the library of its Institute of History. 
The expert supervision over the data conversion was provided completely disinterestedly by 
the staff of the National Library in Prague. Financial remuneration of the IT expert fas funded 
by the management of the Institute of History. After over a half year of work we completed 
conversion of all data in the database (over 150.000 records) into the international exchange 
format MARC 21. The conversion has not led to any data loss, which is certainly pleasing, the 
work was nevertheless very hard and time demanding. At the moment, there is another 
important task awaiting us, the time exigence of which is difficult to estimate – we must learn 
how to work in the new environment and according to the new rules of data processing. 
 It will nevertheless not be any waste of time as the benefits of this step are obvious 
and do not consist only in securing of future existence of the processed data within the scope 
of the database of the Czech historical bibliography or other structures. New possibilities 
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appear in front of the Czech historical bibliography. Together with the data conversion we 
started to use new software and abandoned DOS operating system. In present, we use 
ISISMARC software for data entry and CDS/ISIS for Windows software for data search. We 
cannot deny that our selection of software was influenced by out financial capacities. 
ISISMARC and ISIS for Windows are provided free of charge by the UNESCO and the only 
investments were used to cover the work of an IT specialist on translations and software 
adaptation to our needs. 
 The international data format with the new software will unable us to build a special 
database of the authority records, which is vital for every larger database as we have learned 
from our experience. With the Z39.50 we will have better opportunity to cooperate with other 
libraries, to take over their data including the authority records and to send them our data 
without any conversion problems. We are now able to insert web links to the database, to 
attach pictures and full texts, which was technically impossible in the DOS environment. 

In present, we have wider opportunities than we can take advantage of at the current 
employment rate of our department. Once we master all technical difficulties, it will be 
therefore important to think over, where to direct the development of the Czech historical 
bibliography further. By means of the data conversion we have created conditions for friendly 
acceptance in the virtual world of librarians as well as the perspective on how to utilize results 
of the projects that would have been impossible in the past. 

One of the most prospective projects nowadays is the Czech National Authority 
Database of the National Library of the Czech Republic. The Bibliography of the History of 
the Czech Lands should draw mainly from the name and material authorities of the National 
Library and participate in their generation. The bibliographic department of the Institute of 
History would be hardly capable to prepare on its own the methodology for application of 
extension of the geographic authorities with coordinates with the follow-up display of the 
relevant location in the map. The National Library already has prepared a prototype of such 
application. Its objective in the first stage is to extend the authority geographic terms with the 
specific localization of the geographic entity in the map and to complement the footnote 
system with information required by users. The individual geographic entities are interlinked 
with the free available maping services (Google Maps, Mapy.cz). In the second stage, the 
staff of the national Library plans an extension of the authority terms identifying e.g. battles, 
wars, buildings, organization headquarters, etc. 
Another prospective field of work besides the cooperation with the National Library consists 
in cooperation with regional libraries. Within the network of the regional libraries in the 
Czech Republic, research libraries play an important role. They are obliged to extend their 
common librarian services by participation in the research projects in the field, among other 
things by generation of regional bibliographies. To name at least some, the Central Bohemian 
Research Library in Kladno or the South Bohemian Research Library in České Budějovice 
belong amongst those working actively in the filed of bibliography. We can nevertheless find 
further libraries of this type in all regional towns: Pilsen in West Bohemia, Liberec and Ústí 
nad Labem in North Bohemia and Hradec Králové in East Bohemia. No doubt the most 
important centre of regional bibliographic work is in Moravia, in the Moravian Land Library 
in Brno. Regional bibliography is carried out also in the libraries of Ostrava, Olomouc and 
Zlín. The important organization coordinating activities of the regional libraries is the 
Association of the Libraries of the Czech Republic. The bibliographic department of the 
Institute of History of the Academy of Sciences of the Czech Republic has been a member 
and active partner of the bibliographic section of the Association of the Libraries since 2006.  

Based on this relatively new experience we can say that the cooperation in the field of 
regional bibliography has brought to our bibliographic department a range of new incentives 
and information on regional literature as well as significant methodological findings for the 
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work with databases. Personal contact with qualified librarians at Section meetings and 
conferences also helps to get more accurate image of how are the bibliographic databases 
developed by the Institute of History used by wider lay public and what requirements are 
imposed thereon. 

Adherence to the international standards in the bibliographic database of the Institute 
of History opens new possibilities for better cooperation with regional libraries in the area of 
data addition from hardly accessible regional periodicals. That is nevertheless rather a 
question of plans for farther future. The important thing is that the adaptation of the 
bibliographic database of the national historical bibliography to the standards makes these 
possibilities feasible. 

The cooperation with libraries, that we undoubtedly underestimated in the past, is very 
important, but it is important to focus the incentives for the Czech historical bibliography to 
other areas too. We are abandoning printed bibliographies in favour of internet, which brings 
ever persistent question, what makes our bibliographic database unique. We cannot manage 
with generation of some kind of imitation of a library catalogue of the same contents and 
formal format and – in addition – one that does not contain data about availability of the book 
or article. The users would perceive our work as useless and would prefer to seek for needed 
information in the extensive library catalogues. If we are to look for new ways of 
development, first of all it is important to know the requirements and needs of the  community 
of researchers, whom is the database undoubtedly addressed to in the first place. It is however 
not always easy to find out about these. We are considering compilation of a questionnaire in 
future that would address Czech community of historians and students based on our existing 
findings and would help us to decide where to direct our endeavour in future. 

What do we already know about the relation of the existing and future historians 
towards our database? The good news is that, while a decade ago historians took advantage of 
on-line databases only rarely and as an exception, today's usage of internet in the research and 
expert work is commonplace, regardless generation differences. This trend is documented by 
statistics indicating steadily increasing number of users. Formerly predominant scepticism as 
to the reliability of data acquired on-line has been replaced by careful selection of information 
sources with the focus on those that contain not only large volumes of relevant information 
but have also been verified. 

The bibliographic database must be therefore accurate and reliable. This requirement 
is obvious only apparently. A database always includes higher number of errors comparing to 
a printed bibliography, which is proofread several times. We corrected many mistakes in the 
working database while preparing printed bibliography and further corrections and revisions 
took place continuously while preparing background researches. However, the bibliographies 
will not be printed any more and we are preparing fewer and fewer literature background 
researches, as the users preferring to search in the database on their own predominate even 
amongst the researchers. It will therefore be necessary to develop new methods on how to 
revise the database and how to remove errors continuously, how to care in all aspects for the 
database to be reliable and trustworthy. 
 This issue is also connected with data archiving. Printed bibliographies as well as 
source series were not published only as the up-to-date information guides in the past – their 
usage was much prolonged. The national historical bibliography, if prepared successfully, 
should serve to future historians and should represent a well-arranged information source for 
scientific research that needs to return often to older findings in this field. Last but not least, 
the bibliography should also help to preserve continuity in the discipline and become a source 
for the processing of its history. Up to the date, the results of our work have been available 
both printed and in digital form. Today we are entirely dependent on the database available 
on-line and, in some cases, published on a digital medium as is for instance CD-ROM. The 
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question is how to ensure in the future that the database meets these other significant 
requirements and does not serve only to satisfy the actual needs. We have naturally always 
backed up our data carefully and methodically. Backing up is nevertheless not the same as 
archiving. An extinction or even a reform of the institution or other – historically marginal – 
reasons could easily cause disappearance of the whole database of the Bibliography of the 
History of the Czech Lands within several years. 

The project of the National Archive, the National Digital Archive with protected 
depository for long-term storage of archival documents in digital form, is still under 
development and the Bibliography of the History of the Czech Lands does not belong 
amongst the documents that the Act on Archiving refers to. Long-term preservation of the 
Czech web has been provided by the National Library of the Czech Republic since 2000, 
which has been however archiving only on-line magazines, monographs, conference 
materials, research and other reports, academic works, government documents, etc. Databases 
are not subject to archiving. We are feared that searching for new solutions for securing of 
trustworthiness of our work from the aspect of its preservation for future generations will be 
very difficult and complicated. 

We should finally answer the question, what makes the contents of the database of the 
Bibliography of the History of the Czech Lands important for the community of historians, 
whether it is unique and irreplaceable. The database attempts to capture all the expert 
bohemicist literature on historical subjects published printed in the Czech Republic and 
abroad as well as the works of the Czech historians on general history. We can therefore 
summarize the general concept of the bibliography – which has been the same since its 
foundation – as follows: Czech author, Czech subject, published at the territory of the Czech 
Republic. 

The single database includes books, studies as well as minor articles, research reports, 
reviews and news about literature. The majority of today's historians is nevertheless 
specialized and pursues only a narrow circle of issues covering more or less short time period. 
Such researchers manage to control bibliographically the literature referring to their issue of 
interest by their own and, to verify a bibliographic record for the purposes of its quoting in the 
footnote system, they can search for a record in a catalogue of major libraries or in corrective 
catalogues. This applies mainly to monographs and studies. Smaller articles, reviews and 
news, i.e. those apparent “miscellanea”, present major problem. It is this area where the 
requests for background search occur the most frequently. Another area of importance for 
researchers is the processing of the selected regional literature, mainly of the periodicals 
published by archives and museums covering a range of new factual information important 
for the research work. Limiting of the extent of the historical bibliography and cutting these 
miscellanea thereof would deprive the bibliography of what the community of researchers 
needs the most and what cannot be found in any other sources. 

Another important usage of the database comes from the researchers concentrating on 
the research summaries for a specific time period – in the field of either the general Czech 
historiography or some of its specializations. We cannot restrict our work in this field neither, 
to refer to other existing specialized bibliography or bibliographic database and to limit the 
extent of the bibliographic processing of certain time periods or closely related disciplines. 
The bibliographies of the related scientific disciplines, as are for instance auxiliary historical 
sciences, history of fine arts or ethnology, were either abandoned in the recent years or – 
when processing single outputs – draw directly or indirectly from our database. 
The only option how to save time without losing irreplaceable contents is to concentrate more 
on data adoption from other organizations and to adapt our work system thereto. Up to the 
date we have tried to prefer autopsy in data processing, to check personally most of the 
literature and to ensure everything recorded is a result of our own work. In present, a new 
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opportunity opens in front of us – to take over records about Czech books from the National 
Library and to get both information and records from regional libraries. In the field of data 
acquisition from hardly accessible foreign literature we have been for years cooperating with 
the Herder-Institut in Marburg. We are aware that data takeover presents various difficulties, 
but if we want to keep the database of the Bibliography of the History of the Czech Lands in 
the extent that makes it an important and unique information source for the community of 
historians, there is no other option. We will be thus able to use the saved time for recording of 
the data that no existing database includes and to transmit them to the community of 
researches with shorter delays than in the past. 

The speed of provision of information gets more and more important. Often the 
researchers send us records on their newly published works or the editors advise us of new 
periodicals. We are very pleased by that as it documents how important is the database for 
them and that they want to be sure the important data will not be missed out. On the other 
hand, we have to warn them that the on-line database is updated quarterly and that they will 
have to wait several weeks or months before the data – even though recorded immediately – 
occur in the internet database. The contemporary modernization of the bibliographic database 
should enable easier and quicker updating – at least on monthly, or – ideally – on weekly 
basis. 

We know that the community of historians expects in future from our department to 
manage currently published literature and to carry out retrospective processing alike. This 
applies mainly to the years where the gaps in the continuous series of printed bibliographies 
occurred, in particular the periods of 1966-1970, 1978-1979, and 1982-1989. This work 
would be very useful and would be most appreciated by historians. Considering that we 
cannot manage such extensive task, no matter how much we try, we have decided to process 
the most important Czech scientific magazines published after 1945. Earlier we already 
prepared completed indexes of the Czech Historical Magazine and at the moment we are 
finishing processing of another periodical – the Slavonic Review published in the years 1945 
to 1989. These periodicals are now completely excerpted in our database: Slavic historical 
studies, Historical geography, Folia Historica Bohemica and Economic History. In the 
meanwhile, this activity does not represent any systematically resolved project. It is more like 
a probe enabling us to estimate better our time capacities and to delimit problems that could 
occur in processing of a bibliographic retrospective. It also enables us to find out what types 
of records should be preferably linked with full texts in future. 

In this respect we would like to mention the current trend of digitalization and its 
relation to our bibliographic work. The mass digitalization of documents, that is currently in 
progress, in our opinion does not anyhow threaten historical bibliography as a discipline. A 
bibliography does not mean only assembly of information, but – and mainly – the art of 
mediation of an access to relevant information. John Amos Comenius, who we cannot omit to 
mention at the Dutch territory, said that bibliography is a “compass in the sea of books”. What 
we call a bibliographic description, a sort of added value to the bibliographic records, will be 
playing increasing role. It is nevertheless also important and sensible to attach to the 
bibliographic records further information, if the web environment and the development of the 
digitalizing projects provides us with inexhaustible quantity of options thereto. 
 Our small department has been pleased by the finding that there have been new 
projects aimed at enrichment of bibliographic records rising in many libraries. Let us mention 
one example – a database called “Book Covers” that was developed by the Moravian Land 
Library in Brno. This database enables to share easily copies of book covers relating to every 
bibliographic record. The images are attached by the ISBN primary identifier. This database 
can be linked free of charge with any bibliographic database. Our department has also taken 
advantage of this option to animate the image of our database and we are very pleased that the 
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result has been successful and positively appreciated by the database users, even though it did 
not take more than several hours of work of our IT specialist. In the close future it will be also 
possible to attach in the similar way scanned contents or synopses of various documents. 

Our database cannot technically compete with library catalogues and databases, which 
dispose with incommensurable staff and financial capacities. We should nevertheless not fall 
short of them too much. We must follow their activity and try to remain technically 
compatible. Database users amongst historians are the same busy and volatile people as 
anybody else. They will not learn a new system of work just for one database, no matter how 
good and quality it is. Whenever we made any researchers to comment on what technical 
improvements they would welcome in our bibliographic database, they always wished only 
one thing – to liken the database of the Bibliography of the History of the Czech Lands to the 
systems they were used to use in libraries. As an example, we can mention the requirement 
for the possibility to sort the data referring to the request according to the years of publishing 
from the latest to the oldest. The librarians, who are mediating information from the database 
of the Bibliography of the History of the Czech Lands within the scope of background search 
for public, would not be willing to waste their time with an extremely complicated database 
either. 

We will have to take this fact into account when drawing up the conception of how to 
incorporate searching according to the bibliographic systematics into the on-line database. Up 
till now the systematics has served only for preparation of printed bibliographies and for 
background searching by bibliographers. Within the scope of the web interface it was possible 
to search only based on indexes and hypertext links. It is our another current task to 
concentrate on how to take advantage of the systematics for web. 
 The Bibliography of the History of the Czech Lands has many options how to succeed 
under current circumstances brought by new media. We can – similarly as the libraries – 
enrich our records. Our uniqueness reposes in our knowledge of the Czech community of 
historians and their needs. In future, we shall concentrate on development of our work that 
would enable us to take advantage of this knowledge and experience and of the background 
offered by the specialized library of the Institute of History. Modernization of the 
bibliographic database has created the key conditions therefore. Some of the regional 
libraries, mainly the Library of Kladno, have been developing extensive databases of regional 
personalities within the scope of the authority database. We can now use our knowledge to 
produce similar databases of the personalities of the Czech historical science. We can also 
develop and extend records in the database by geographic data considering historical 
retrospective. In future, we should mediate to the historians better information from regions. 
The database should contain more up-to-date and detailed data that would be unique and 
irreplaceable. 

Our faith in future of the historic bibliography as a specialized discipline nevertheless 
does not change anything about our scepticism regarding the current perspective of the 
Bibliography of the History of the Czech Lands. The coming years will be very difficult and 
will definitely not be favourable to big plans. We have not other choice but to hope that the 
results of our work, as imperfect as they are, have such importance for the Czech community 
of historians, that they will find space for future of this project even in the complicated times 
of reforms of the Czech science. 
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