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As all of you know there are two national historical bibliographies in Germany, and  

furthermore, there are specialised bibliographies like the Bibliographie zur 

Zeitgeschichte or the Literaturdokumentation zur Geschichte Ostmitteleuropas. 

In Germany we have a rich landscape of historical bibliographical efforts – but the 

future financial framework is questionable, and closer cooperation is a must. 

The decision of Oldenbourg Publishers and the Arbeitsgemeinschaft historischer 

Forschungseinrichtungen (AHF) to make the Historische Bibliographie an open 

access database helped to raise money from the Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft 

to get financial assistance. The AHF, the Berlin-Brandenburg Academy of Sciences 

(BBAW), the Institute of Contemporary History (IfZ) and the Bavarian State Library 

(BSB) joined forces and submitted a grant application in spring 2010. It took nearly 

a whole year until the DFG decided on our application. Two weeks ago we have 

been informed that our project proposal was accepted. 

 

All project partners share similar views on the need to optimize the way the 

participating bibliographies are made. A central aspect of our joint project is the 

notion, that there should be an even closer cooperation between libraries, research 

institutions committed to bibliographical work, universities and individual 

researchers. 

 

At first we want to make use of the advantages of libraries union catalogues for 

bibliographical work. A large amount of monographical data can already be found 

in these catalogues. Union catalogues include data of large universal libraries as 

well as specialized research libraries. It is possible to ad catalogue entries for 

articles by attaching them to catalogue entries of conference proceedings or of 

periodicals. Institutions which produce bibliographies can flag any entry to mark it 

for export purposes. Export routines and well defined interfaces can be used to 

transfer relevant data from the union catalogue into specialized bibliographical 

databases. The cooperative approach of union catalogues makes it easy to share 

the work load of bibliographical efforts. 
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The cooperation between the project partners will have to be intensified gradually, 

since not all partners are members of the same library network (half a dozen 

library networks with independent union catalogues exist in Germany). Therefore it 

is unlikely that all partners will use the same union catalogues for cooperative 

work. As a consequence data interfaces will have to be defined to enable the 

sharing of bibliographical data across the borders of different library networks. 

 

We also would like to make use of bibliographical information fed into 

bibliographical data pools by research institutes, universities and individual 

scholars. Many German scholars are used to submit data on their research projects 

as well as on their publications for documentation purposes. The Jahrbuch der 

historischen Forschung, hosted as an Open Access database by Oldenbourg and 

supervised by the AHF, is the place where current or even future historical 

publication projects can be registered. Publications resulting from registered 

research projects will be documented in the Historische Bibliographie - the 

respective data can be processed by the researchers themselves. One important 

aim of the project is to intensify and improve the participation of researchers and 

research institutions in this self-documentation. 

 

All bibliographical projects involved in this project will benefit because they can 

use the work of the other institutions as well as of the participating scholars. In the 

long run the institutions want to make their efforts more efficient. Close 

cooperation is necessary to optimize the structure of scholarly information in the 

field of history. The project should help to establish a networked and optimized 

information system of German historical research as well as of Research on German 

history. 

 


