
Summary of the contribution of Ronald Sluijter (DBNG – Netherlands) for the 4th 
Conference on historical bibliographies  
 
As from 1 january 2011 the DBNG is part of the Huygens Institute for the History of 
the Netherlands. The institute is the result of a merger of the Huygens Institute and the 
Institute of Netherlands History, of which the DBNG was a part until 2011. 
 
The editors of the DBNG took the merger as an opportunity to write a ‘policy plan’ 
for the future of the bibliography. The plan has been well received by the 
management of the institute, and is likely to be implemented in the next few years. 
 
Despite other, more negative views we think that the vast and still growing amount of 
historical information on the World Wide Web will not lead to redundancy of 
bibliographies. On the contrary, because of the overabundance of historical data, 
uneven in quality, structure and depth, bibliographies are all the more needed to 
structure and  hallmark historiographical output and to unlock it for historical 
research. By incorporating the bibliography more firmly into other webservices and 
adding social network functions to it, it even can act as a tool for researchers to 
determine his or hers position within a field of research. This is an addittion to the 
more traditional aim of bibliographies: providing information on publications in a one 
way direction.  
 
In elaborating this, the plan is aiming at two important goals: to employ fully the 
technical possibilities available nowadays for the benefit of the bibliography, and to 
increase interaction with the main audience of the bibliography, historians. Reaching 
these intertwined objectives will create a bibliography which can’t be ignored by 
historians. This bibliography of the future is to fulfil three basic conditions: 
 
1. being representative 
 
The bibliography needs to offer users an up to date (not more than one year behind) 
set of titles, which is coherent from a qualitative point of view. Quality is to be 
guaranteed by strict selection criteria. Focus lays on monographs of academic as well 
as other renown publishers, academic repositories, peer reviewed journals and 
journals with one or more historians on the editorial board. This strictness does not 
apply to geographical criteria. The bibliography offers titles on Dutch history in a 
very broad sense. 
The selection criteria need to be as transparent as possible in order to let users gain 
insight on what to expect from it. This point is also important with regard to user 
participation or ‘crowdsourcing’(see below). 
 
2. becoming a ‘hub’ in an information network 
 
Developments on the web are such that it is now possible or even necessary in order 
to keep or to gain audience, to connect the bibliographical data to other relevant data 
available. First of all this applies to repositories of electronic publications and 
bibliographic data (JStor, Ingenta, Muse, academic repositories etc.). Tools have to be 
developed in order to easily import title information into the bibliographic dataset. 
The use of link resolvers is required to ensure stable linking of title information in the 
bibliography  with fulltext. Exporting as well as importing title information to and 



from citation systems used by researchers (Zotero, Endnote, Citavi, systems in use to 
publish academical output etc.) are also an important way of increasing interaction. 
Observing the transparent selection criteria, users will be able to add titles to the 
bibliography themselves. 
User interaction also will imply tagging. We envision a controlled rough classification 
system, combined with a more detailed, liberated tagging feature. The tags added by 
the users themselves are to be linked to form so called tag clouds (e.g. a tag ‘Dutch 
East India Company’ could be linked to ‘trading post’, ‘spice trade’, ‘colonies’). This 
increases flexibility of the thesaurus and as enhances associative searching as well. 
 
3. becoming a social bibliography 
 
Tagging and adding data to the bibliography are aspects of user participation. The 
bibliography of the future also needs to be a platform of interaction amongst users. 
Social media are becoming increasingly popular means of tracking other people’s 
research. The bibliography is suited par excellence to do this by offering social 
network functions. It should be possible for users to create their own specialised user 
groups, in which they can exchange information on interesting literature. They will be 
able to create their own specialised bibliographies, simply by tagging publications for 
their own group, like a playlist at a music site. 
 


